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estates and classes and ranks and conditions and callings, with
princes, knights, merchants, clergymen, tradesmen, peasants,
each and all with different rights and duties. Even monas-
teries he would have preserved with their abbots and abbesses,
monks and nuns. In short, of all phases of human civilization
the Middle Ages seemed to him the most congenial. " You
see/' he added with a kindly smile, " I am what you would
call a full-blooded reactionary, and I don't believe at all in your
liberty and equality and that sort of thing. But that they have
put Kinkel, a poet and a sage, into a penitentiary on account
of his idealistic imaginings, that is a revolting scandal, and
although I am a good conservative Mecklenburger, I am at all
times ready to help Kinkel out.5'

So we parted in the warmest agreement. But after all I
did not feel quite comfortable about my new friend, and I
talked afterwards with my democratic associates in Mecklen-
burg of the curious speeches of this gentleman and of my
anxiety about him. "Do not borrow any trouble on that
score,'5 was the answer. " He is indeed a very curious saint and
talks amazing stuff. But when there is a good deed to be done,
he is as true as gold." And so he proved to be.

After a journey of several days my relays were arranged,
and I could hope that a drive of less than thirty hours would
take us from Spandau to Rostock. There we might confide
ourselves to our good friends until a vessel should be ready to
take us across the sea. To carry us from Spandau to the first
relay, Kriiger applied to a well-to-do farmer in the neighbor-
hood by the name of Hensel, who had fast horses and would
be glad to put them and his carriage and himself as driver at
our disposal.

On November 4 I took leave of Dr, FalkenthaL He
was acquainted with my plans in general, but I had not

[.896.] in its division into
